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Editorial

Look inward
A remarkable feature of this year’s Independence Day

address of Prime Minister Narendra Modi was its near total
absence from the top half of most mainstream newspapers
the next morning. The one remark of the prime minister that
secured a mention on the front page was his rather curious
reference to ‘intellectual naxalism’. It was a rather odd remark
coming from a prime minister who has been in office for over
12 years, heading a regime that has deployed every weapon
in its armour to marginalise or incarcerate its ideological
opponents. Some have speculated that the prime minister’s
reference to ‘dimaagi Naxals’ suggests that the government
sees the hand of Maoist and other radical groups behind the
Gen Z eruption across the country. This would certainly be a
compliment to the former and a misrepresentation of the latter.

Weaponising the border: Ceuta and the lessons for India
For a few hours on the last

day of July, the map of Europe
was redrawn by human
bodies. Between the night of
July 30 and the morning of July
31, as many as 60,000 people
waded, swam and scrambled
across the sea wall and the
beaches separating Morocco
from Ceuta, Spain’s tiny
enclave on the North African
coast.

Ceuta is home to roughly
83,000 residents. In a single
day, arrivals equal to nearly
three-quarters of the city’s
population poured in. Even the
basic arithmetic is contested:
Spain counted 50,000, Ceuta’s
regional government 60,000,
Morocco just 40,000. The
dead are disputed too — at
least 72 by Spain’s count, only
11 by Morocco’s, and closer
to 130 according to the
Moroccan Association for
Human Rights — most of
them drowned or crushed
against the breakwater. By the
following evening, some
48,000 had already been
pushed back into Morocco,
and within forty-eight hours
the tide had almost entirely
receded.

The speed of the surge,
and the speed of its collapse,
is the crux of the whole story
of this piece.

Spontaneous human
desperation does not arrive on
schedule and leave on cue.
What happened at Ceuta

looked less like a flood than
like a tap — one that
someone, somewhere, could
open and close. It was many
things, but it was not,
whatever Donald Trump
dubbed it, an “invasion”: fact-
checkers found no basis for
the theories that Washington
or Israel had engineered the
surge, and within two days
almost every one of those who
crossed was back on
Moroccan soil.

A court ruling, a rumour,
and an open gate

The immediate trigger
was, on its face, a legal
technicality in Madrid. In early
July, Spain’s Supreme Court
ruled that migrants
intercepted at sea could no
longer be summarily returned
— the practice known as
devoluciones en caliente, or
“hot returns” — without
individual due process. The
judgment was narrow and
applied to sea arrivals, not to
those who cross by land. But
narrowness is no defence
against a rumour.

On Moroccan social media,
the ruling mutated into a
promise: that anyone who
reached Ceuta by water could
no longer be sent back and
would be allowed to stay.
Instagram and WhatsApp
channels filled with crossing
routes, tide timings and
triumphant videos of young
Moroccans planting their feet
on Spanish sand. The
misinformation landed on
fertile ground. Spain had, only
weeks earlier, completed a
regularisation drive that
granted legal status to more
than half a million
undocumented residents —
proof, in the migrant
imagination, that Europe’s
door was ajar. Spain’s Interior
Minister, Fernando Grande-
Marlaska, blamed people-
smuggling networks for
weaponising the judgment.

The push factors were real
too: Moroccan youth
unemployment hovers near
37 per cent, and a Gen Z
protest wave over jobs and
public services had swept the
kingdom only months before.

So, who is to blame?
All of this explains why tens

of thousands of young people
were willing to run at a wall,
and Spain’s right has seized
on the amnesty as the magnet

that drew them — though
migration researchers are
sceptical that regularisations
act as pull factors at all. But
none of it explains the decisive
fact: why the wall was, for one
night, effectively unguarded on
the Moroccan side.

A crossing of this scale and
speed was impossible without
Rabat’s cooperation, and
reports quickly emerged of
Moroccan officers waving
people through at the very
points where, a day earlier,
they had turned them back.

 How Ceuta became
Rabat’s pressure valve

To understand that, you
must look back at history —
to 2021, and further, to 1580.

Ceuta and its sister enclave
Melilla are the last fragments
of Spain’s African empire, held
since the sixteenth century
and the only land borders the
European Union shares with
the African continent. Morocco
has never accepted them,
calling them occupied colonial
relics. Spain has always
insisted otherwise: the scholar
Xavier Ferrer-Gallardo notes
that Madrid treated the two
cities as integral national
territory rather than colonies
— a distinction that helped it
keep them even after France
surrendered its Moroccan
protectorate in 1956.

Rabat has tried more than
once, and failed each time, to
have them placed on the
United Nations list of
territories await ing
decolonisation. For Rabat, the
two cities are a permanent
grievance and, more usefully,
a permanent lever. Because
the frontier’s security depends
almost entirely on Moroccan
gendarmes on the far side,
Morocco can regulate the flow
of humanity into Europe simply
by choosing where to look —
a lever scholars call
“migration diplomacy”, and

Spain almost uniquely
depends on the very
neighbour that claims its
border to police it.

It has done so before, with
devastating effect. In May
2021, roughly 8,000 people —
many of them children —
crossed into Ceuta over two
days while Moroccan border
forces stood aside. The timing
was not accidental. Spain had
just quietly admitted Brahim
Ghali, leader of the Polisario
Front, which fights for
Western Saharan
independence, into a hospital
for Covid treatment. Rabat
was incensed, and the migrant
wave was its answer.

The coercion worked with
startling efficiency. Within ten
months, in March 2022, Spain
abandoned decades of

neutrality on Western Sahara
and endorsed Morocco’s plan
to keep the disputed territory
as an autonomous region
under Moroccan sovereignty.
A European democracy had
reversed a cornerstone of its
foreign policy, and the price
had been paid in the bodies
of teenagers on a beach.

That is the lesson the 2026
surge is built on. Western
Sahara is not the direct cause
this time — the misread court
ruling was the spark — but it
is the reason the tinder was
dry. Everyone in the drama
knows that pressure on
Spain’s enclaves has
succeeded once and can
succeed again. The leverage
read

If Rabat did loosen its grip,
the motive is not hard to find,
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y{ËkðkË{kt yzÄe hkºku hu÷ðu ç÷kìf Ëhr{Þk™ «efkMx …„…k¤k ‚ƒðu
MÚkkr…Œ; {ne™kyku{kt Úk™kYt fk{ fux÷kf f÷kfku{kt …qýo fhe håÞku ErŒnk‚

y{ËkðkË, …rù{ hu÷ðu îkhk
yk…ðk{kt ykðu÷k yuf s xÙkrVf
ç÷k uf Ëhr{Þk™ ð†k…wh,
y{ËkðkË ¾kŒu Vuõxhe{kt r™Š{Œ
«efkMx …„…k¤k ‚ƒðu™e

‚V¤Œk…qðof MÚkk…™k fhe™u Íz…e,
‚whrûkŒ y™u ykÄwr™f r™{koý
xuf™ku÷kuS™wt y‚hfkhf «Ëþo™
fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt Au.

25/26 yku„Mx 2026™e
{kuze hkºk u  {¤u÷k 8 f÷kf™k

r™rùŒ hu÷ðu ç÷k ìf Ëhr{Þk™

¾kuËfk{, ‚kRx ŒiÞkh fhðkÚke
÷E™u «efkMx ‚ƒðu MxÙõ[h™e
MÚkk…™k y™u fk{ …qýo fhðk ‚wÄe™e
yk¾e «r¢Þk r™rùŒ ‚{Þ{ÞkoËk

fhŒkt 45 r{r™x …nu÷kt, yux÷u fu
7 f÷kf y™u 15 r{r™x{kt …qýo
fhe Ë uðk{k t ykðe. yk fk{

y{ËkðkË {tz¤ hu÷ «ƒtÄf (DRM)
©e ðuË «fkþ y™u ©e «Ëe… „wók
CAO ƒktÄfk{™e Ëu¾hu¾ nuX¤ …qýo
fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt.

hu÷ðu {tºke™e „wshkŒ {w÷kfkŒ
ƒkË {níð…qýo …nu÷ - yk
…rhÞkus™k {k™™eÞ fuLÿeÞ hu÷ðu,
{krnŒe y™u «‚khý ŒÚkk

R÷uõxÙk ur™õ‚ y™u {krnŒe
xuf™ku÷kuS {tºke ©e yÂï™e

ði»ýð™k 4 sw÷kE 2026™k hkus
ƒk„kuËhk ÂMÚkŒ Ã÷kLx™e {w÷kfkŒ
ƒkË ÷uðkÞu÷e yuf {níð…qýo …nu÷™ku
¼k„ Au. su Ëhr{Þk™ ft…™eyu

¼khŒeÞ hu÷ðu {kxu …kuŒk™k «efkMx

RL£kMxÙõ[h Wfu÷ku™wt «Ëþo™ fÞwO nŒwt.
íÞkhƒkË y{ËkðkË {tz¤ hu÷ «ƒtÄf

(DRM) ©e ðuË «fkþ y™u «Ëe…

„wók CAO ƒktÄfk{, y{ËkðkË îkhk
hu÷ðu ÷kR™ ™e[u Wå[ „wýð¥kkðk¤k
y™u ÷efus-{wõŒ «efkMx …„…k¤k
‚ƒðu™w t r™{koý Œu{s MÚkk…™k
fhðk™w t fk{ ‚ku t…ðk{kt ykÔÞw t.
y{ËkðkË DRM ðuË «fkþu sýkÔÞwt
fu, “ð†k…wh{kt yuf s hu÷ðu ç÷kuf
Ëhr{Þk™ «efkMx …„…k¤k ‚ƒðu™e

‚V¤ MÚkk…™k yu Íz…e, ‚whrûkŒ y™u
ykÄwr™f r™{koý xuf™ku÷kuS™wt Wíf]ü
WËknhý Au. hu÷ðu {kxu Þkºkeyku™e

‚whûkk ‚ðkuoå[ «kÚkr{fŒk Au y™u
ykðe xuf™ku÷kuSÚke {ÞkorËŒ ‚{Þ{kt

„wýð¥kkÞwõŒ fkÞ{e RL£kMxÙõ[h
ŒiÞkh fhðk™e ‚kÚku-‚kÚku hu÷ðu

ðkn™ÔÞðnkh{kt yz[ý™u ÷½w¥k{
fhe þfkÞ Au. yk r‚rØ hu÷ðu

yrÄfkheyku, VqS r‚Õðhxuf fkut¢ex
y™u ¾kuz÷ fLMxÙõþ™ ðå[u™k ©uc
‚{LðÞ y™u xe{ðfo™wt …rhýk{ Au.
yk …„…k¤k ‚ƒðuÚke ð†k…wh
rðMŒkh™k MÚkkr™f hneþku™u ‚whrûkŒ
y™u ‚„ðz¼he yðhsðh™e

‚wrðÄk {¤þu y™u hu÷ðu xÙuf …h
y™krÄf]Œ yðhsðh hkufðk{kt …ý
{ËË {¤þu.”

ð†k…wh{kt r™Š{Œ yk …„…k¤k
‚ƒðu MÚkkr™f hneþku™u ‚whrûkŒ y™u
‚wrðÄks™f yðhsðh …qhe

…kzðk{kt ‚nkÞf ƒ™þu Œu{s hu÷ðu

xÙuf …h y™krÄf]Œ heŒu [k÷e™u sŒkt
y™u xÙuf ¢ku‚ fhŒkt ÷kufku™u hkufðk{kt
…ý {níð…qýo ¼qr{fk ¼sðþu.
ðus÷…wh™k Äkhk‚ÇÞ ©e yr{Œ
Xkfhu sýkÔÞwt fu, “ð†k…wh rðMŒkh™k
MÚkkr™f ™k„rhfku™e ÷ktƒk ‚{ÞÚke

‚whrûkŒ y™u y™wfq¤ …„…k¤k
yðhsðh™e sYrhÞkŒ hne nŒe.
Œu™u æÞk™{kt hk¾e™u s {U yuf rËð‚

…nu÷kt ynª™e {w÷kfkŒ ÷E™u
MÚkkr™f ÷kufku ‚kÚku [[ko fhe nŒe

y™u hu÷ðu yrÄfkheyku ‚{ûk yk

…„…k¤k ‚ƒðu™e sYrhÞkŒ ŒÚkk
Íz…e MÚkk…™k™ku rð»kÞ {qõâku nŒku.
yksu su Íz…Úke yk fk{ …qýo ÚkÞwt Au,
Œu [ku¬‚…ýu «þt‚™eÞ Au.

«efkMx xuf™ku÷kuS {khVŒu ykuAk

‚{Þ{kt yk …„…k¤k ‚ƒðu™e

MÚkk…™k ÚkðkÚke MÚkkr™f ™k„rhfku™u

{kuxe ‚wrðÄk {¤þu. yk xuf™ku÷kuS™e
yuf {níð…qýo rðþu»kŒk yu …ý Au fu
ðh‚kË Ëhr{Þk™ …kýe ¼hkðk™e

‚{MÞk™u ykuAe fhðk{kt yk {k¤¾wt
y‚hfkhf hnuþu, su™kÚke
[ku{k‚k™k ‚{Þu …ý ÷kufku™u ‚whrûkŒ
y™u ‚w„{ yðhsðh {¤e þfþu.
nwt yk {níð…qýo fk{ {kxu …rù{

hu÷ðu, y{ËkðkË {tz¤, VqS
r‚Õðhxuf y™u r™{koý ‚kÚku òuzkÞu÷e

yk¾e xe{™u yr¼™tË™ yk…wt Awt.”
…zfkhY… 8 f÷kf™k hu÷ðu ç÷kìf{kt
yuf s hkŒ{kt …qýo ÚkÞwt fk{ - hu÷ðu
÷kR™ ™e[u ytzh„úkWLz ¢ku®‚„™wt
r™{koý yíÞtŒ …zfkhs™f fk{ku{kt

‚k{u÷ Au. su{kt ¾kuËfk{, {k¤¾k™e
MÚkk…™k y™u hu÷ðu xÙuf™u …qðoðŒ fhðk
suðk {níð…qýo fk{ku™u {ÞkorËŒ y™u
r™rùŒ xÙkrVf ç÷kìf™e ytËh s …qýo
fhðk™k nkuÞ Au. Vuõxhe{kt r™Š{Œ
Wå[ „wýð¥kk y™u [kuf‚kEÚke ŒiÞkh
fhkÞu÷k «efkMx ½xfku™k W…Þku„Úke

yk …zfkhs™f fk{™u yuf s hkŒ{kt

8 f÷kf™k hu÷ðu ç÷kuf™e ‚k{u 7

f÷kf y™u 15 r{r™x{kt …qýo fhe
÷uðk{kt ykÔÞwt.

…ht…hk„Œ r™{koý …ØrŒ™e

‚h¾k{ýe{kt «efkMx xuf™ku÷kuS

îkhk ‚kRx …h r™{koý™k

‚{Þ„k¤k™u ½ýku ykuAku fhe þfkÞ

Au. yk™kÚke hu÷ðu ðkn™ÔÞðnkh{kt

yz[ý ÷½w¥k{ hk¾e™u Íz…e „rŒyu
fkÞ{e y™u „wýð¥kkÞwõŒ
RL£kMxÙõ[h ŒiÞkh fhðk{kt {ËË {¤u
Au. fk{™k Ëhuf Œƒ¬k™u …rù{

hu÷ðu™k yrÄfkheyku™e Ëu¾hu¾ nuX¤

hu÷ðu îkhk r™rùŒ ‚whûkk y™u
„wýð¥kk™k Äkuhýku y™w‚kh …qýo
fhðk{kt ykÔÞku nŒku. fk{ …qýo ÚkÞk
ƒkË hu÷ðu fkurhzkuh™u r™rùŒ ‚{Þ{kt

VheÚke ðkn™ÔÞðnkh {kxu W…÷çÄ

fhkðe Ëuðk{kt ykÔÞku. yk r‚rØ

«efkMx xuf™ku÷kuS, ‚íðhu ‚kRx
yuÂõÍõâwþ™ y™u hu÷ðu ŒÚkk r™{koý
yusL‚eyku ðå[u™k y‚hfkhf

‚tf÷™™wt ™kutÄ…kºk WËknhý Au.

y{ËkðkË{kt z{e Mfq÷ fki¼ktz™ku …ËkoVkþ: ykuZð™e ™xhks Mfq÷™k 11
ð„kuo ƒtÄ, 100% „úkLx fk…ðk ykËuþ!

y{ËkðkË, y{ËkðkË™k ykuZð™e ™xhks Mfq÷{kt „uhherŒyku ‚k{u ykðŒk DEOyu fzf fkÞoðkne fhe

Au. rþûkfku …h 50% ¾kuxe yku™÷kE™ nkshe …qhðk™wt Ëƒký fhkŒwt nŒwt. ‚h«kEÍ [u®f„{kt z{e fki¼ktz ¾w÷Œk
11 ð„kuo ƒtÄ fhkÞk. þk¤k™e 100% „úkLx fk…ðk y™u {kLÞŒk hË fhðk rh…kuxo {kuf÷kÞku Au. rþûkfku™u Œ{k{

÷k¼ku [qfððk ykËuþ y…kÞku Au. y{ËkðkË™k ykuZð rðMŒkh{kt ykðu÷e ™xhks Mfq÷{kt [k÷e hnu÷e „t¼eh
„uhherŒyku ‚k{u ykðŒk rsÕ÷k rþûkýkrÄfkhe îkhk fzf fkÞËkfeÞ fkÞoðkne nkÚk Ähðk{kt ykðe Au. þk¤k™k

‚t[k÷fku îkhk rþûkfku …h rðãkÚkeoyku™e 50 % sux÷e ¾kuxe yku™÷kR™ nkshe …qhðk {kxu ¼khu Ëƒký fhðk{kt
ykðŒwt nkuðk™ku ¾w÷k‚ku ÚkÞku Au.
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